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Murdaugh
bro: Alex
still lying

Alex Murdaugh's older
brother is convinced the
convicted murderer is still
lying over the brutal slay-
ings of his wife and son.

“He knows more than
what he’s saying,” Randy
Murdaugh, 56, told The
New York Times of his
drug-addicted, serial-lying
brother who still denies
gunning down wife Maggie,
52, and son Paul, 22.

“He’s not telling the truth,
in my opinion, about every-
thing there.”

Randy’s statement contra-
dicts a claim by his 54-year-
old brother’s defense team
that the whole family was
“more convinced” of Mur-
daugh’s innocence after his
six-week trial.

“The not knowing . . . is
the worst thing there is,”
Randy said of his ongoing
doubts about his brother,
who is serving two life sen-
tences for the June 7, 2021,
double murder.

Randy echoed Maggie's
sister, Marian Proctor’s tes-
timony that she found it
“off” that Murdaugh “never
talked about finding” the
killer. He said he “spent
considerable time, callin
people” for any potential
leads — while his brother
did nothing. Lee Brown
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HOPE FOR
'‘BUZZ
KILL PILL

Sober-up fast Rx eyed

By JANE HERZ

A new hormone shot could be
your solution to getting sober
faster.

In a study published Tuesday in
the journal Cell Metabolism, re-
searchers at the University of
Texas Southwestern suggested
that the hormone FGF21 might be
able to reverse the effects of alco-
hol in half the time.

The hormone — fibroblast
growth factor 21 — works to help
regulate your metabolism, accord-
ing to the National Library of
Medicine.

“FGF21 mediates its anti-intoxi-
cant effects by directly activating
noradrenergic neurons in the lo-
cus coeruleus region, which regu-
lates arousal and alertness,” the
researchers wrote in the study.

In humans, FGF21 is naturally
produced in our livers, but having
an extra dose of it could be help-
ful when drinking, the study
claims.

In the study, the scientists ex-
perimented with giving two kinds
of mice the hormone after they
were injected with a “binge dose”
of ethanol, the compound found
in alcoholic beverages that makes
you drunk. The mice who didn't
have FGF21 took longer to recover
from the injection.

In another experiment, they in-
jected the mice with ethanol
again, and then about one hour
later while unconscious, the ani-
mals were given a dose of recom-

binant FGF2L. Scientists wrote
that this was able to reduce the
amount of time that both male
and female mice needed to “re-
cover their righting reflex” by
0 0.

The “righting reflex,” which cor-
rects the position of one’s head
and the position of the body, is “a
standard marker of inebriation,”
scientists explained.

This means that it was able to
bring the mice out of their intoxi-
cation a lot quicker than the ani-
mals could without a dose of the
hormone.

Promising Rx

“These results suggest that this
FGF21 liver-brain pathway
evolved to protect against etha-
nol-induced intoxication and that
it might be targeted pharmaceuti-
cally for treating acute alcohol
poisoning,” the researchers wrote
in the study.

However, there were a few limi-
tations in the study, including
whether or not the noradrenergic
system, a part of your brain that
helps control the nervous system,
can contribute to the effects of the
FGF2I hormone.

The study’s “results reveal a
mechanism for selectively target-
ing noradrenergic neurons that
could prove useful for treating
both the loss of consciousness and
impaired mobility that occur dur-
ing acute alcohol poisoning,” sci-
entists wrote.

NoKo’s Kim has 3 kids: report

North Korean dictator Kim
Jong-un has at least three chil-
dren, South Korea’s spy officials
told Seoul lawmakers Tuesday,
just months after the supreme
leader unveiled his daughter to
the world — as speculation swirls
about the line of succession in the
secretive Communist state.

South Korea’s National Intelli-

gence Service said in a closed-
door parliamentary committee
meeting that the tyrant’s “be-
loved” 9-year-old daughter, Kim
Ju Ae, also has an older brother
and another sibling whose gender
cannot be confirmed, according to
politicians Youn Kun-young and
Yoo Sang-bum, who were in the
room. Josh Christenson

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRE

[ D pressreader  PressReader.com +16042

COPYRIGHT AND FROTECTED BY APFLY

171



